
  

 
*CLOSING HYMN #82                                              Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

  
                          
*CHARGE AND BLESSING 
 
 
POSTLUDE                 Here We Come A’Wassailing; Yorkshire carol arr. Steve Calderone        
             
 Congregation remains seated    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgist                                                            Debi Hess 
Candle Lighters                                                       Joleen Goens, Linda North 
Ushers                            Kathy Kessler, Donna Schuler, Wilson Tayong 
Director of Music                              Davis McKinney 
Co Pastor                                                                          Rev. Tom Dunlap 
   
 
Bolded words are read by the congregation.  *Indicates please stand as you are able. 
 
Welcome: to all who worship with us this morning, especially our  visitors! If you have  
a joy or concern that you would like to share with the congregation, please use the yellow 
card  and place it in the offering plate. These will be shared with the  
congregation during our “Joys and Concerns.”  
 

We hope you feel at home at Trinity, and that you will join us again.  We invite you to  
consider becoming part of our church family.   
 
Portions of today’s liturgy are from Feasting on the W ord® W orsh ip  Com pan ion: 
Liturgies for Year A, Vol.1, 2013, Westminster John    Knox Press and Advent 
2022 Advent Wreath Lighting Liturgies, Pittsburgh  Theological Seminary, 
written by the Rev. Tom Moore 07/10, Pastor of Center  
PC, McMurray, PA.  
 
The Candle Light Christmas Eve Worship on Saturday is at 5:00 PM. Please join us. 

 
 
                             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME  
 

 

GATHERING MUSIC         Away in a Manger by Carl Mueller arr. Steve Calderone                
                   

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
   
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING—PEACE  

Leader: The Lord be with you.  
People: And also with you.  
Leader: The prophet calls us to attention: “Look, the young woman shall conceive and bear  
a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel.”  
People: We light this candle in peace, trusting that God is with us.  
Leader: May this peace guide us into a spirit of attentiveness this Advent season,  
People: As we daily walk in the way of Emmanuel whom we await.  
Leader: Praise the Lord!  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Show us your steadfast love, O Lord,    
The Lord will speak peace to the faithful, 
to those who turn to God in their hearts. 
Surely salvation is at hand for those who fear the Lord, 
and God’s glory will dwell in our land. 

 

*OPENING HYMN #93                                Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates                     
 

CALL TO CONFESSION                                                   written by Rev. Tom Dunlap  
The light is shining in the darkness and the darkness cannot overcome it. Let us open the doors of 
our hearts to the dark areas of our souls so that the Light may come in. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION       written by Rev. Tom Dunlap 
God of Grace and God of Truth: Christmas is nearly here and we are all set to  
celebrate. But beyond the glitter of the lights, we know that we have plenty of room 
to grow. You have called us to be one people and we have settled into our comforta-
ble enclaves of separateness. Forgive us, we pray, for our failure to embrace those 
who share our humanity, but who believe, or behave, or see the world from a differ-
ent perspective than we do. And as our Christmas gift back to you, may we enthusi-
astically work harder in the future to express through our own lives the unity we all 
long to experience. In the name of Him who comes. Amen.                                            
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                                              RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 
 

*HYMN #92                     While We Are Waiting, Come  
                              
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH         John W. Vannorsdall 
Leader: “I wait for the Lord who was before I began to be, who knows the world 
  from its beginning and is not afraid of its great size and empty places. 
People: I wait for the Lord who in a great parabola of grace enters the 
  atmosphere of time and space, is bound to the cross by the weight of  
  human sin, and swoops down into hell of all time’s making ...and arches  
  up again through Easter’s tomb. 
Leader: I wait for the Lord who doesn’t boil and cool again, like water on the stove, 
  whose love is lasting. 
People: I wait for his promised time when we shall beat our swords into 
  plowshares and our spears into pruning hooks. 
Leader: We may wait a long time, but we know for whom we wait. And our waiting 
  is the most important thing we have to contribute. 
People: I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope …” 
 
 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  
All that we have is the Lord’s. All that we may become and receive is in God’s hands.. 
For the sake of the joy that is ours when our bonds grow deep with others, let us give  
generously for the well-being of the world. Amen. 
 

 

MUSICAL OFFERTORY              Silent Night by Franz Gruber arr. Steve Calderone 
                   
*DOXOLOGY  Hymn #609 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.  
Praise God, all creatures high and low 

 Alleluia, alleluia!   

 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
Holy God, your love is magnified in the gift of your Son, whom you so freely share with us. 
Bless these gifts that we offer to lift up the lowly and fill the hungry in your coming reign of  
justice.   
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
 

CALL TO PRAYER — Hymn #471 (verse 1) 
 PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (DEBT, DEBTORS) 
 

MINUTE OF SILENT PERSONAL CONFESSION   Let us sing to the Lord…  

KYRIE—All Sing 
 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

“You are called to belong to Jesus Christ.” For the sake of the One God promised to 
send, named as God’s Son, who died, was raised, and through whom we receive 
grace, God forgives you all your sins. You are God’s beloved, called to be saints.  
Grace to you and peace. 
                                                                        
ANTHEM                                              O Sing a Song of Bethlehem by Randy Cox 
             Trinity Choir and Trinity Bell Choir  
                Brandon Reese, saxophone 
 

PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 
             

PROCESSIONAL HYMN #591                                      Halle, Halle, Hallelujah! 

 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT       Children’s Sermon 
   

               (The children will be dismissed to Children’s Church after the Children’s Moment.)     
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN                                          Jesus Loves the L ittle Children  
Jesus loves the little children, All the children of the world. 
Red, and yellow, black, and white, They are precious in His sight,                                                          
Jesus loves the little children of the world.              

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

As your Holy Spirit spoke to Mary, the mother of our Lord, speak to us now through 
your Word that by hearing, we too may receive faith and be strengthened to do your 
will. Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING: Matthew 1:18-25 
 
 
SERMON                    A Sacred Pause –Bethlehem Scandal  Rev. Tom Dunlap 
 

  
MOMENT FOR REFLECTION   

Praise God, in Jesus fully known: 
Creator, Word, and Spirit one. 
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!   



 
*OPENING HYMN #93                                  Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates                      
   

 Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates,  
 behold, the King of glory waits; 
 The King of kings is drawing near;  
 the Savior of the world is here! 
  
 Fling wide the portals of your heart;  
 make it a temple, set apart  
 From earthly use for heaven’s employ,  
 adorned with prayer, and love, and joy. 
  
 Redeemer, come!  I open wide  
 my heart to thee; here, Lord, abide. 
 Let me thy inner presence feel;  
 Thy grace and love in me reveal. 
  
                                                  

 

 

 

 
RESPONSE HYMN #92                   While We Are Waiting, Come 
 
 While we are waiting, come; 
 While we are waiting, come. 
  

 Refrain 
 Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, 
 While we are waiting, come.  
  

 With power and glory, come; 
 With power and glory, come. 
 
 Refrain 
 
 Come, Savior, quickly come; 
 Come, Savior, quickly come. 
 
 Refrain 



CLOSING HYMN #82                                                 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
 
 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
 From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee. 
 Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 
 Dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 
  
  
 Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king, 
 Born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 
 By thine all-sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne. 
  

  


