
  

 
*CLOSING HYMN  #87                                             Comfort, Comfort Now My People                                                               
  
                         
*CHARGE AND BLESSING 
 
 
POSTLUDE                   As Lately We Watched with Sonata in G by Mozart arr. Gail Smith
             
 Congregation remains seated    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgist                                                                      Ed Dyer 
Candle Lighters        Confirmation Class members: Carmel, Jovine, Michel, Praises, Florida                                                                   
Ushers                                        Ginny Kramer, Debi Hess, Linda North 
Director of Music                              Davis McKinney 
Co Pastor                                                                          Rev. Kate Mauch 
   
 
Bolded words are read by the congregation.  *Indicates please stand as you are able. 
 
Welcome: to all who worship with us this morning, especially our  visitors! If you have  
a joy or concern that you would like to share with the congregation, please use the yellow 
card in the pew pocket and place it in the offering plate. These will be shared with the  
congregation during our “Joys and Concerns.”  
 

We hope you feel at home at Trinity, and that you will join us again.  We invite you to  
consider becoming part of our church family.   
 
Portions of today’s liturgy  Portion of today’s liturgy are from Feasting on the Word® 
Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year A, Vol.1, 2013, Westminster John    
Knox Press and Advent 2022 Advent Wreath Lighting Liturgies, Pittsburgh  
Theological Seminary, written by the Rev. Tom Moore 07/10, Pastor of Center 
PC, McMurray, PA.  

 
 
                             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME  
 

 

GATHERING MUSIC       He is Born, the Divine Christ Child with Gavotte by Bach  
                     arr. Gail Smith             
                   

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
   

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING—Joy  

Leader: The Lord be with you.  
People: And also with you.  
Leader: Mary guides us through her song: “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my Spirit rejoic-
es in God my Savior.”  
People: We light this candle in joy for God has scattered the proud, brought down the 
powerful, and lifted up the lowly.  
Leader: May this joy guide us in a spirit of attentiveness this Advent season,  
People: As we daily walk in the way of the Mighty One whom we await.  
Leader: Praise the Lord!  
People: The Lord’s name be praised.  
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader: Come, all whose hearts are dry, whose feet have felt the burning sands of the   
desert, come, rest, drink.  
People: God has called forth streams out of the wilderness, God has made the desert 
bloom and offered us living water.  
Leader: Come, all who fear the wild beasts, who have been scattered and wandered paths 
far from home 
People: God shall cause the lion to lie down next to the lamb, God shall gather all 
God’s people and we shall never be scattered again.  
Leader: Come, be strong, do not fear. Rejoice, for God has come to save us. 
All: We are the ransomed, joy is upon our heads, and we shall rest in this joy until all 
sorrow and sighing has fled away.  
 

*OPENING HYMN #106                              Prepare the Way, O Zion                                                  
 

CALL TO CONFESSION                                                    
The birth of our God invites us to a deep and resounding joy, but the sins of our past shackle 
us to regret and shame. But do not despair. There are no bonds that God cannot break. Let us 
confess our sins and shed our chains, confident in the forgiveness and joy that awaits.  
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SCRIPTURE READING: Isaiah 35:1-10 and Luke 1:46b-55  
 
SERMON A Sacred Pause -Joy - Summary Joy of the Christmas story    Rev. Kate Mauch 

  
MOMENT FOR REFLECTION   
 

                                              RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 

*HYMN #129                                                             Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming                                
                                                                                 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   
We rejoice that God created the heavens and the earth, the stars and planets, the 
birds and flowers, the mountains and the sea.  
 

We rejoice that God created us in God’s own image, and declared us very good. God 
delighted in us, and we were the crowning jewel of all creation.  
 

We rejoice that God intervened in the endless cycle of sin and death which we had 
chosen, sending God’s very own son to save us, to gather us, and to teach us God’s 
ways.  
 

We rejoice in the good news that filled the heavens with songs of joy and wonder, that 
came to poor shepherds and wise men alike, that echoes still throughout creation, the 
precious news that Jesus Christ, son of God, has come to save us all. 
 

We rejoice that we are now one body, the church, and having heard the good news we 
now share that good news with the world, looking forward to the day when every 
voice shall sing with joy.  
 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  
All that we have is a gift from God. In faith and gratitude, we return now a portion of what we 
have so abundantly received, as grateful heirs of the promises of God. Amen. 
 

MUSICAL OFFERTORY                        Away in a Manger with Waltz in A-flat by Brahms  
             arr. Gail Smith      
*DOXOLOGY  Hymn #609 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.  
Praise God, all creatures high and low 

 Alleluia, alleluia!   

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
God of Joy, we offer You these gifts, knowing that You are able to make even the deserts 
bloom in abundance. Multiply these gifts that they might used to fill the hungry with good 
things, open the eye of the blind, and bring the good news to all people. Amen.  
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 

CALL TO PRAYER — Hymn #471 (verse 1) 
 PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (DEBT, DEBTORS) 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Holy God, we confess that we seek our joy in the pleasures and temptations of the 
world, and forget that it is found in a manger. Too often we hesitate to leave our dis-
tractions in the fields to find the newborn king. Too often we keep silent instead of 
protecting the innocent from Herod’s wrath. Too often we demand our own way, 
instead of praying that it be done to us according to Your will. We have failed many 
times, with what we have done and not done, with what we have said and not said. 
Have mercy on us, O God, teach us to love what You love, desire what you desire, 
and may You turn our weeping and shame to profound joy. In Your name we hope, 
Amen 

MINUTE OF SILENT PERSONAL CONFESSION   Let us sing to the Lord…  
 

KYRIE—All Sing 
 

Declaration of forgiveness 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Hear the good news! God has come to ransom us from the captivity of 
our sin, to gather what evil has scattered, and to save us from our sins. Hear the cries of 
our newborn Savior, and know that God has come to wipe every tear. Rejoice, for you 
are forgiven.  
                                                                        
ANTHEM                       Is There Room at the Manger for Me? by Mary Kay Beall 
 

PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 
             

PROCESSIONAL HYMN #591                                      Halle, Halle, Hallelujah! 

 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT       Children’s Sermon 
   

               (The children will be dismissed to Children’s Church after the Children’s Moment.)     
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN                                          Jesus Loves the L ittle Children  
Jesus loves the little children, All the children of the world. 
Red, and yellow, black, and white, They are precious in His sight,                                                          
Jesus loves the little children of the world.                  

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

God of light, You appeared to Your servant Mary, and hearing Your word, her soul sang 
with joy.  Open our hearts that we may again hear Your word and say in truth and joy, let 
it be done to me according to Your will. Amen.  
 
 

Praise God, in Jesus fully known: 
Creator, Word, and Spirit one. 
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!   



 
*OPENING HYMN #106                            Prepare the Way, O Zion 
 
 Prepare the way, O Zion, your Christ is drawing near! 
 Let every hill and valley a level way appear, 
 Greet One who comes in glory, foretold in sacred story, 
  
  O blest is Christ who came in God's most holy name. 
  
 He brings God's rule, O Zion;  he comes from heaven above. 
 His rule is peace and freedom, and justice, truth, and love. 
 Lift high your praise resounding, for grace and joy abounding 
  
 Fling wide your gates, O Zion;  your Savior's rule embrace. 
 And tidings of salvation proclaim in every place. 
 All lands will bow rejoicing, their adoration voicing. 
  
 

                                                   

 

 

 

 
RESPONSE HYMN #129                                           Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming  
 
 Lo, how a rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung,  
 Of Jesse’s lineage coming, by faithful prophets sung,  
 It came a floweret bright, amid the cold of winter,  
            When half spent was the night. 
 
            Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, the rose I have in mind, 
            With Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind.  
            To show God’s love aright she bore for us a Savior,  
            When half spent was the night. 
 
 This flower, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air, 
 Dispels with glorious splendor the darkness everywhere. 
 Enfleshed, yet very God, from sin and death he 
 saves us and lightens every load. 



CLOSING HYMN #87                                         Comfort, Comfort Now My People 
 

“Comfort, comfort now my people; tell of peace, “So says our God. 
 Comfort those who sit in darkness mourning under sorrow’s load. 
 To my people now proclaim that my pardon waits for them! 
 Tell them that their sins I cover, and their warfare now is over. 
 
 For the herald’s voice is crying in the desert far and near, 
 Calling us to true repentance, since the reign of God is here. 
 O, that warning cry obey!  Now prepare for God a way. 
 Let the valleys rise in meeting and the hills bow down in greeting. 
 

Straight shall be what long was crooked, and the rougher places plain. 
 Let your hearts be true and humble, as befits God’s holy reign. 
 For the glory of the Lord now o’er earth is shed abroad, 
 And all flesh shall see the token that God’s word is never broken. 
 
  
 

  


