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Jeremiah 23:1-6 

23 u“Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture!” 

declares the Lord. 2 Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning 

uthe shepherds who care for my people: “You have scattered my flock and have 

driven them away, and you have not attended to them. vBehold, I will attend to you 

for your evil deeds, declares the Lord. 3 wThen I will gather the remnant of my 

flock xout of all the countries where I have driven them, and I will bring them back 

to their fold, yand they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4 zI will set shepherds over 

them who will care for them, and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither 

shall any be missing, declares the Lord. 

5 a“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will raise up for 

David a righteous bBranch, and che shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall 

execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved, and 

dIsrael will edwell securely. And this is the name by which he will be called: f‘The 

Lord is our righteousness.’ 
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Psalm 46: 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

2 Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and though the 

mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; 

3 Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the mountains shake with 

the swelling thereof. Selah. 

4 There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God, the holy 

place of the tabernacles of the most High. 

5 God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved: God shall help her, and that 

right early. 

6 The heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved: he uttered his voice, the earth 

melted. 

7 The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah. 

8 Come, behold the works of the Lord, what desolations he hath made in the earth. 

9 He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth; he breaketh the bow, and 

cutteth the spear in sunder; he burneth the chariot in the fire. 

10 Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be 

exalted in the earth. 

11 The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah. 
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Be Still and Know 

If you have been blissfully living under a rock, or in some distant desert 

somewhere, first, I envy you, but second, you may not know that our country 

recently held a midterm election. It seems that, following it, no one anywhere is 

happy. A quick tour of the headlines would have you believe that the world is 

ending, the sky is falling, and we should all begin preparing for the zombie 

apocalypse. My personal plan for the zombie apocalypse is to run just a little faster 

than the next guy. The news is a grab bag of every imaginable problem, and 

regardless of whatever political beliefs you and I hold, it is safe to say that the 

world can be very troubling right now.  

 Wars, crime, economic concerns, division, and natural disasters are just a 

few of the problems plaguing us these days. There’s plenty of reason for concern, 

but these are not new problems. During Jeremiah’s time, many of the same things 

were happening, such as war and natural disasters. Dark days were the norm for 

the people of Israel, just as they seem to be plaguing us. You may remember that 

the people of Israel in Jeremiah’s time were facing imminent invasion and total 

defeat by the babylonians. Soon those who survived would find themselves living 

in a foreign land, in a deeply flawed and often immoral society, under rulers who 

were often cruel and evil. Things looked hopeless.  
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 But the promises of God spoken to us through the prophet Jeremiah tell us 

not to despair. Things may look bleak, they may not be going in the way that we 

want, but there is one constant that never changes; God is still God, God still sits 

upon God’s throne, and God is still in control. Even in Babylon, God was still God. 

Even in the midst of terrible headline after headline, God is here too. 

 We are now into November and next Sunday begins Advent, but I’ve had 

my Christmas tree up since November first. I’ve already started listening to 

Christmas music, I’ve been brewing my Christmas themed coffee flavors, I’ve won 

my first two fights with the Christmas lights and I’ve started my Christmas 

shopping. Yes, I’m one of those people. Now, in fairness part of this is because I’m 

a pastor which means that we are approaching one of the busiest times of the year, 

a time when any time not spent writing sermons and liturgy and attending meetings 

will be consumed by drinking an unspeakable amount of coffee and having mental 

breakdowns in the closet, so I have to start my celebrating early, before I am thrust 

into the advent chaos.  

 One of the movies my kids love to watch this time of year is the Grinch. You 

probably know the story. The grinch hates Christmas and decides to steal it by 

taking every last decoration and gift, and even the who-ham. Not a speck of 

holiday decoration, not so much as a bit of glitter remains. The grinch then waits to 

hear the people in Whoville crying about Christmas being stolen.  
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 Instead, he hears all the people join together in song, just as they always did. 

The grinch had failed to stop Christmas, because the people of Whoville had hope 

in something greater which could not be stolen.  

 I wonder if this year we woke up to find the grinch had taken all our things, 

all our decor, all our Christmas treats and luxuries, if we, too, would come here to 

worship God on Christmas morning. I wonder if our candidates lost, if we didn’t 

get the job we wanted, if times were tough, maybe even tougher than now, I 

wonder if we could find our hope in something greater than our circumstances. I 

wonder if we would still come here to worship God. We can bless the name of the 

Lord when the Lord gives, but can we still bless the name of the Lord when the 

Lord takes? 

 These words of Jeremiah, spoken in a dark and terrible time, point us ahead 

to advent, to all the hopes and promises of the years. Much like the who’s of 

whoville, the people were not to despair at their circumstances, or at the state of the 

world, but instead to look ahead to the righteous branch of David that the Lord 

would raise up, the messiah who would break the curse as far as it is found, who 

would rule with justice and grace, who would make the world the way it was 

always intended to be. Though they did not yet know him, the people were being 

told not to despair, but to keep their hopes and their eyes on Jesus.  
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 I am certain there are many things which are not going the way we want, in 

the country, in the church, and in our private lives. There is much to grieve, but we 

are not to linger in despair. We are not to fear. We are to trust, to wait, to hope. 

God is present even now, just as God has always been. The people of Israel could 

not have imagined the brighter future that awaited them, the future where they 

would no longer fall short of the Covenant they had with God, for it would be 

reborn as an unbreakable covenant dependent on God, not them. And yet, even 

then, six hundred years before Christ was born, God was weaving together human 

history, making a way in the wilderness. The people had only to wait, to follow 

God and trust that God was still in control, even when the very walls of the city 

were tumbling down. Through it all, God was in control, and working all things 

according to God’s purpose. 

 I am willing to bet that all of you here have at least something in your lives 

that is not the way you want. And for that, I’m sorry. I have those things too. I 

have things that I wish were different that I can’t change. And my degree in 

pastoral care taught me that the technical term for that is that it sucks. But even in 

the midst of life’s storms, in the midst of life’s disappoints and annoyances, God is 

still closer than your very breath, God is still in control far more than all our silly 

rulers and politicians, God is still working even the the darkest nights of our lives 

for good. 
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 Friends, Advent draws near, Mary feels the first labor pains, and the earth 

holds its breath. God is doing a new thing, and the righteous branch of David is 

near. Even so, there is much to worry us and to disappoint us these days. There are 

constant reminders that the world is not as it should be. There is suffering and 

division and hatred, and so little love and grace. Yet our hope is not in our present 

circumstances. It is in God. The same God that promises to gather those who have 

been scattered, the God who is our refuge and strength, the God that cannot be 

stopped by the Earth or the sea, by kings or armies, the God that is eternally for us, 

the God in whom all our hope rests. So let us not be discouraged, let us not despair. 

Instead let us remember that Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in 

power for us, and not the earth or sea, not the rivers or mountains, not the nations 

or kings or wars are greater than our Messiah. We need only to be still and know 

God.  
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