
JEREMIAH 30:1-11 

 

 The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord:  Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel:  

Write in a book all the words that I have spoken to you.  The days are surely coming, says the 

Lord, when I will restore the fortunes of my people, Israel and Judah, says the Lord.  And I will 

bring them back to the land that I gave to their ancestors and they shall take possession of it. 

 These are the words that the Lord spoke concerning Israel and Judah:  Thus says the 

Lord:  We have heard a cry of panic, of terror and no peace.  Ask now and see, can a man 

bear a child?  Why then do I see every man with his hands on his loins like a woman in labor?  

Why has every face turned pale?  Alas! that day is so great there is none like it; it is a time of 

distress for Jacob; yet he shall be rescued from it.  On that day, says the Lord of hosts, I will 

break the yoke from off his neck, and I will burst his bonds, and strangers shall no more make a 

servant of him.  But they shall serve the Lord their God and David their king, whom I will raise 

up for them. 

 But as for you, have no fear, my servant Jacob, says the Lord, and do not be dismayed, 

O Israel for I am going to save you from far away, and your offspring from the land of their 

captivity.  Jacob shall return and have quiet and ease, and no one shall make him afraid.  For I 

am with you, says the Lord, to save you:  I will make an end of all the nations among which I 

scattered you, but of you will not make an end.  I will chastise you in just measure, and I will by 

no means leave you unpunished. 

 

LUKE 6:46-49 

 Why do you call me, “Lord, Lord” and do not do what I tell you?  I will show you what 

someone is like who comes to me, hears my words, and acts on them.  That one is like a man 

building a house, who dug deeply and laid the foundation on rock.  When a flood arose, the 

river burst against that house but could not shake it because it had been well built.  But the one 



who hears and does not act is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation.  

When the river burst against it, immediately it fell and great was the ruin of that house. 
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 I had to just shake my head, not in disbelief because it was so typical, but more in 

amazement.  What motivates people to do things they know will lead to regret in the future, but 

do them anyway?  We have all been guilty of that, but some of the acts are more egregious 

than others and bring a higher cost.  This question came to mind during a walk on the beach 

during our August vacation and the subsequent invasion of two hurricanes.  What was to my 

observation the last remaining beachfront lot on our end of the island, which at high tide would 

only be 50 yards or so behind the small wall of protective dunes, was being built upon—and a 

huge, magnificent edifice it will be!  But is it a secret that the increased melting from the sea ice 

in the Arctic and from the glaciers in Greenland are going to raise sea levels dramatically, in 

some areas as much as ten feet?  Not to mention the warming ocean temperatures which fuel 

more dangerous hurricanes.  By the end of the century, Miami Beach will be Miami Lagoon.  

And New Orleans and other coastal cities will suffer the same fate.  And yet, the new mansion, 

so close to that water, was well underway. 

 I’m pretty sure that isn’t exactly what Jesus was talking about in our scripture, but it has 

a direct application in a literal sense.  I don’t know what lies twenty or thirty feet below the sand 

which will anchor the piers on which this house will sit and I have no doubt it will withstand 150 

mph winds.  Nevertheless, the collateral damage from future storms could render it basically 

useless for quality of life.  In the future, someone might be able to surf right in the front door! 

 While there is truth to this literal application, Jesus was also speaking about our spiritual 



lives, the Foundation of which is his teachings.  The first verse is an expression of his 

exasperation with those who come to him seeking a deeper relationship to God and (however 

you wish to define it) salvation:  Why do you call me, “Lord, Lord” and do not do what I tell you?  

Look, it is all there.  Sea levels are going to rise beyond currently sustainable levels.  Life is 

hard.  The tidal surges will overtake you.  You will experience losses which will threaten to 

break you in two.  Calamities are always waiting around the corner.  You will have guilt; you 

will have anger; you will have remorse; you will have fear; you will grieve. 

 The diaspora whom Jeremiah addresses have suffered for years under the yoke of 

oppression, which by the way, resulted from a history of poor decisions, choosing to ignore the 

conditions of their covenant with Yahweh.  And now Thus says the Lord:  We have heard a cry 

of panic, of terror and no peace.  We didn’t know the tidal surge would get that high_.  In spite 

of warnings, we didn’t really believe the Assyrians would attack. 

 And yet, even after all of this, God is promising redemption.  Do not be dismayed, O 

Israel, for I am going to save you from far away, and your offspring from the land of their 

captivity.  The entirety of the passage is hopeful.  Underneath that, however, is the unspoken 

question, “Have you learned your lesson?”  Redemption doesn’t come cheaply.  I will chastise 

you in just measure, and I will by no means leave you unpunished.  

   So the question we must ask ourselves is, what is going to save us?  Where and how 

are we going to build our house?  I think before we can even ask that question we must first 

acknowledge how we have strayed from the path in the past and understand how that altered 

our relationship to God.  It is not a matter of beating ourselves up over ancient history—what’s 

done is done and what was left undone remains undone.  In other words, the only way forward 

is forward.  You must accept that you cannot go back.  History does not go in reverse.  The 

implicit question is the same Jeremiah posed to the Hebrews:  Have you learned your lesson?  

The spiritually evolving person moves forward by making peace with the past.  I wish I had built 

my house with a better Foundation, but I was trying to save time and money and now the river 



has washed it away. 

 I wish to say two things about this.  First, God does not require us to continually live in a 

state of regret.  And we all have in our pasts actions or non-actions we wish we could change.  

When my older brother died last spring, it brought up my younger sister’s death over twenty 

years ago.  Grief has a way of exhuming losses from the past.  Understand that my brother 

died from cancer which he did not choose.  My sister, on the other hand, died by her own hand.  

And what I discovered myself wishing for during his memorial service was the mutual support I 

could have had from with my sister had she been alive.  Do you hear the anger behind that? 

   I actually had a dream recently that revealed I hadn’t resolved that issue.  The dream 

took place in a church sanctuary and my parents were there dressed for church and sitting 

together in a pew.  And then my sister appeared walking down the aisle.  She had this look of 

defiance on her face, the look I had seen many times and I thought, “What stupid thing is she 

going to do now?”  

   Could I have done more during the time leading up to her suicide to have perhaps 

deterred her.  It was difficult because I had been angry with her for years because of her 

relapses and the torture she put my parents through.  So I told myself she needed tough 

love…but was that just how I excused myself for what she must have experienced as rejection?  

I’ll never know.  Nothing in life is simple in relationships, is it? 

 And that brings us to the second point.  Listen to the words of Jeremiah:  Why do I see 

every man with his hands on his loins like a woman in labor?  Why has every face turned pale?  

Alas! that day is so great there is none like it; it is a time of distress for Jacob…but I will break 

the yoke from off his neck, and I will burst his bonds… 

 We can and we must rebuild with a solid foundation that can withstand the tidal waves of 

existence.  We are all broken.  Life will break us if we don’t break ourselves. 

But tissue that heals will be stronger than the tissue which tore.  God needs broken people to 

do God’s work on this earth.  Because it is the strength that broken people can bring to bear 



upon the evils and calamities which befall us that will help us to get through all the darkness to 

the light of day. 
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