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1After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusa-
lem. 

2Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, in Aramaica called 
Bethesda,b which has five roofed colonnades. 3In these lay a multitude of 
invalids—blind, lame, and paralyzed.c (Some manuscripts include here, 
wholly or in part, paralyzed—and they waited for the moving of the waters. 
4 From time to time an angel of the Lord would come down and stir up the 
waters. The first one into the pool after each such disturbance would be 
cured of whatever disease they had.) 5One man was there who had been an 
invalid for thirty-eight years. 6When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that 
he had already been there a long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be 
healed?” 7The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into the 
pool when the water is stirred up, and while I am going another steps down 
before me.” 8Jesus said to him, “Get up, take up your bed, and walk.” 9And 
at once the man was healed, and he took up his bed and walked. 

Now that day was the Sabbath.  

 

Do you want to be healed? Seems like an easy enough question. Almost 

too easy. I imagine myself as the disabled man and I have to resist being 

sarcastic. Of course I want to be made well. Is this a trick question?  

Often we’re told that the disabled man just didn’t understand the 

question.  He didn’t believe Jesus could make him well, but he did believe 

the pool of Bethesda could make him well if he were the first person in the 

waters after an angel stirred the pool he would be healed. He’d spent years 

and years wanting to be the one into those waters. So, some think that 

when Jesus asks him if he wants to be made well, the disabled man thinks 

that Jesus is referring to the waters.  

http://biblehub.com/john/5-1.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/5-2.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/5-3.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/5-5.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/5-6.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/5-7.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/5-8.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/5-9.htm
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Jesus asks “Do you want to be healed.” The man replies, “Sir, I have no 

one to put me into the pool, and while I’m going down, another steps down 

before me.” The man knows he can’t do this himself. There is no way, 

given his condition, he can beat the crushing crowd to be the first one into 

the waters when they are stirred. He knows that there are things in him that 

are broken, that he can’t fix. He knows he needs someone or something 

outside of himself in order to be made whole.  

I find I have much in common with the disabled man, and perhaps 

you do, too. I, too, recognize the need for something outside of myself to 

make me whole, and to make my existence meaningful. I, too, turn to oth-

ers to make myself whole and am disappointed. I, too, turn to things to 

make myself whole, and I am disappointed. Jesus offers to fill this void, to 

make me whole, but do I want to be made well? 

The disabled man was looking for another person to carry him to the 

waters, to help make him whole. He saw his own brokenness and wanted 

to be whole, but he knew he could not do it himself, so he believed some-

one else, another human being, was the solution to all his problems. If he 

could just find another person, he would be happy. They could carry him 
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down to the waters and he’d be healed and everything would be alright, 

wouldn’t it? Happily ever after.  

As some of you know, sometimes late at night, with hundreds of TV 

channels and nothing on, I turn to those bridal shows on TLC. This is made 

even more ironic by the fact that I desperately did not want to have a wed-

ding of my own, but that is another story for another time. Anyway, you 

know the shows, the ones where women descend into madness while try-

ing to plan their weddings, or search for the perfect wedding gown. In these 

bridal shows, they usually ask the young couples about their partners. They 

almost all say the same things, something like: he completes me. She fills 

this void in my life. He’s my soulmate. We’ll live happily ever after.  

In some way, these people believe their spouse can make them 

whole. They believe their spouse can fill the void in their hearts and can 

make their lives meaningful. Like the disabled man, they are looking to their 

partners to carry them, to help fix them, to make them happy! What a tre-

mendous burden be responsible for making another person happy and 

whole; no wonder so many relationships fail. If I can’t even fill the void in 

my heart, how can I possibly fill the void in another’s heart?  
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This was illustrated by one of the brides that was interviewed again a 

couple years after her wedding. She was in the process of divorcing. Her 

husband had failed to make her happy in the midst of everyday responsibil-

ities, like work and bills. He had wounded her when she had believed he 

would heal her. She talked about arguments with her husband over her 

mother-in-law that had left her hurting. In essence, they had been sinful hu-

man beings who had failed to live up to superhuman expectations. As with 

any human relationships, they had let one another down, but because this 

woman was relying on this man to save her, the relationship failed when he 

couldn’t. Much like the disabled man, she was looking to others to save 

her, to fix her, to make her whole, and when they didn’t, the relationship 

ended with each person a little sadder and a little more broken.  

People had let the disabled man down too. He tells Jesus that he has 

no one. He is alone, no doctors have been able to heal him and no one has 

stuck around to help him. So, he has put his faith in things. People haven’t 

helped, so he believes the waters are the answer to his problems, and if he 

could just get into the waters at the right time, he’d be healed. Everything 

would be all right. Happily ever after.  
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I’ve got to admit, I’ve never said to myself, well, if I just go and take a 

dip in some waters that have been freshly stirred by an angel, I’ll be made 

whole. To my modern adult mind that sounds about as reasonable as 

Santa Claus or pixie dust. I’ve long since stopped tapping on the backs of 

wardrobes expecting to find a secret passage to a magical land. I know 

things like magical waters can’t make me whole or fill a void in my life, don’t 

I? 

But I have said things like, if I just had a little more money, things 

would be okay. Or, if I had this gadget, things would be easier. It’s so easy 

to put our faith in things, things we can see, things we can hold, things that 

seemingly won’t disappoint us like people will. The problem is that people 

only let us down, but things can consume us.  

John D. Rockefeller was reportedly asked once. "How much money is 

enough money?" He replied, "Just a little bit more." Just a little more, and 

everything will be alright. If I can just get enough money, everything will be 

okay. Rockefeller also suffered from depression and lost all of his hair from 

stress, leaving us to wonder if he owned his things or if his things owned 

him? 
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And it’s not just money that receives our faith. Alcohol makes the hurt 

go away, for a little while. Drugs make can make someone feel better, for a 

time. If I can just get another drink, if I can just get another hit, if I can just 

get a little bit more…everything will be alright.  

For thirty eight years the disabled  man had put his faith in those wa-

ters, and yet they had never made him whole. Instead he spent his time 

chasing a thing that couldn’t save him anyway.  

People had let him down. Things had let him down. Betrayed by the 

very things that were supposed to fix him. For years he laid there in the 

midst of so much brokenness and suffering, surrounded by reminders that 

he was just one of so many broken people, looking for some one or some 

thing to heal them.  

Enter Jesus. He looks at this man and knows. Jesus knows that this 

man has put his faith in people, and been hurt. Jesus knows this man has 

put his faith in things, and been hurt. So Jesus offers him the one thing that 

can heal him: Jesus himself.  

Do you want to be healed?  I have no one to put in me in the waters, 

he replies. Before I can get there, someone steps down before me. I can’t 

do it on my own, and people have let me down. My spouse didn’t fulfill me. 



7 of 8 

My friends didn’t heal me. I need the healing waters, I need more money, 

another drink, another ounce.  

Jesus asks “Do you want to be healed?” If the man says yes, he has 

to admit that people couldn’t heal him, that they are every bit as flawed as 

he is. He has to admit that the waters couldn’t heal him. He has to let go of 

the idea that there is something he can do, someone he can meet, or 

something he can acquire to be healed.  

The disabled man doesn’t answer Jesus directly. He talks about what 

hasn’t saved him, but never asks to be saved out loud. Maybe Jesus heard 

the request of his heart, or maybe Jesus decided to just meet him where he 

was. Whatever the reason, Jesus said “Get up, take up your bed, and 

walk.” And the man was healed, and he took up his bed and walked. Peo-

ple hadn’t healed him. Things hadn’t healed him. Jesus healed him. Jesus 

made him whole, gave him meaning, filled the void. Everyone and every-

thing had failed him, but Jesus did not fail him. 

 

Do you want to be healed? 

Will you admit that your spouse, your parents, and your friends, are 

all imperfect people who can’t save you, that will hurt you even when they 

love you, who can’t heal you. Will you admit that money won’t save you, 
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that alcohol won’t heal you, that drugs aren’t the answer? Will you let these 

things go and be made well? 

And it is not just people who Jesus wishes to heal. How about our 

faith community here at Trinity? It’s no secret that our pews are looking a 

little empty at times, and that our current situation is unsustainable. Jesus 

calls to us today, do you wish to be healed? Healing is not always easy. 

Sometimes, healing hurts and sometimes, healing is hard, but the healing 

Jesus offers is always worth it. Do we at Trinity want to be healed? Will you 

let go of the way things have always been, will you accept some discomfort 

as we heal, will you listen for God’s call, trusting that God will make a way 

even when we can’t quite see all the details? Will you allow all that no 

longer serves us to fall away, to make room for new growth?Are you ready 

to be healed, even if healing means admitting to our own failings and short-

comings, and looking to the only perfect solution, Jesus Christ.  

Jesus calls to us, even now, two thousand years later, offering up 

himself, offering us healing and wholeness. Friends, do you want to be 

healed? What will we say?  

Rev. Kate Mauch, May 22, 2022 


