
  

 
*CLOSING HYMN  #82                                          Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken                                                                   

  
                          
*CHARGE AND BLESSING 
 
 
POSTLUDE                  Hosianna! by Friedrich Hänssler              
                            

Congregation remains seated    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgist                                                                  Barb Pratt 
Candle Lighters                        Donna and Allison Schuler 
Ushers                              Kathy Kessler, Kurt Schuler, Wilson Tayong 
Director of Music                              Davis McKinney 
Co Pastor                                                                         Rev. Tom Dunlap 
 
 
Bolded words are read by the congregation.  *Indicates please stand as you are able. 
 
Welcome: to all who worship with us this morning, especially our  visitors! If you have  
a joy or concern that you would like to share with the congregation, please use the yellow 
card in the pew pocket and place it in the offering plate. These will be shared with the  
congregation during our “Joys and Concerns.”  
 

We hope you feel at home at Trinity, and that you will join us again.  We invite you to  
consider becoming part of our church family.   
 

 
Portions of today’s liturgy  Portion of today’s liturgy are from Close to Home, Words for 

Worship for Advent-Epiphany, Year C, “Adapted from a prayer by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed, 

A Sanctified Art LLC, sanctifiedart.org.”  
 

 
 
                             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME  
 

 
 

GATHERING MUSIC                Christmas, Glorious Christmas by Gustaf Nordquist  
              arr. Larry Shackley        
                     

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
   

THE PEACE 
 The Peace of Christ be with you. 
 And also with you! 
 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING—Hope                
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Can one be homesick for something you’ve never known? 

We are homesick for a just world, for peace like rivers,  

for the end of suffering. 

Yes, we are homesick— 

for joy that is contagious, for nations that feel like neighbors, 

and for hospitals that run empty. 

We are homesick for the world God promises. 

We are homesick, but we are on our way. 

God is here. God is still creating. 

Let us worship Holy God. 
 

*OPENING HYMN #106                                                         Prepare the Way, O Zion 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION                                                    
When you’re a kid and you get homesick at a sleepover or a summer camp, you call 

home and your parents come and get you. Sometimes, that’s what love looks like. 

Love bails us out. 
 

In the same way, when we call upon God to confess that we’ve messed up, or forgotten 

something, or overlooked the truth, God answers with grace. God answers with love. 

So let us confess today, knowing that nothing could keep God from loving us. 
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SCRIPTURE READING: Luke 21:25-37 

 
SERMON                    Not Yet                    Rev. Tom Dunlap 
              
  

MOMENT FOR REFLECTION                                                                  

 
RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

 
 

 
 

*HYMN #82                                    Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
                                                                                     
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
  
 Jesus taught us to speak of hope as the coming of God’s kingdom. 
 We believe that God is at work in our world,  
 turning hopeless and evil situations into good. 
 We Believe that goodness and justice and love will triumph in the end 
 and that tyranny and oppression cannot last forever. 
 One day all tears will be wiped away; the lamb will lie down with the lion, 
 and justice will roll down like a mighty stream. 
 True peace and reconciliation are not only desired, they are assured and 
 guaranteed in Christ. This is our faith. This is our hope. 
 
 

 *DOXOLOGY  Hymn #609 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.  
Praise God, all creatures high and low 

 Alleluia, alleluia!   

                                                                    
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
Holy God, We are homesick. We long for the day that you spoke of when swords will be 
beaten into plowshares, the lion will lie down with the lamb, and justice will roll like wa-
ters. Until that holy day comes, take these gifts and use them to build that world here. We 
are hopeful. Amen. 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
CALL TO PRAYER — Hymn #471 (verse 1) 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (DEBT, DEBTORS) 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                              
Gracious God, We find ourselves with two options every day—to stay homesick 

for the world you had in mind, or to allow cynicism to win. Do we hope against 

hope, or do we throw in the towel? Do we insist on a better world, or do we     

assume it’s impossible? Forgive us for the days when cynicism wins. Forgive     

us  for numbing our homesick hurt instead of using it to fuel a better world. 

Kindle in us a hope that won’t let go. Gratefully we pray, amen. 

 

MINUTE OF SILENT PERSONAL CONFESSION   Let us sing to the Lord…  
 
KYRIE—All Sing 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                                        
Family of faith, even when we throw in the towel, even when we give up on hope, 
God does not give up on us. We are loved. We are claimed. We are invited closer to 
God’s home. So hear and trust this good news: There is room for us in God’s house, 
and nothing can separate us from that love. We are claimed. We are forgiven. We are 
welcomed home. Thanks be to God! Amen 
 
ANTHEM              Advent Carol Sing-Along: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel; Watchman,  
          Tell Us of the Night; It Came Upon the Midnight Clear; Trinity Bell Choir performing           

 

PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 
             

PROCESSIONAL HYMN #591                                      Halle, Halle, Hallelujah! 
 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT       Children’s Sermon 
   

               (The children will be dismissed to Children’s Church after the Children’s Moment.)     
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN                                          Jesus Loves the L ittle Children  
Jesus loves the little children, All the children of the world. 
Red, and yellow, black, and white, They are precious in His sight,                                                          
Jesus loves the little children of the world.                  

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

God of the stars and God of our hearts—our days will pass but your words will last. 
The earth might fade but your words will last. Our memories might blur but your 
words will last.…So as we listen today, help us to hold onto what will last. Help us 
hold onto you. Gratefully we pray, Amen. 

Praise God, in Jesus fully known: 
Creator, Word, and Spirit one. 
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!   



 
OPENING HYMN #106                                                      Prepare the Way, O Zion 
 
 Prepare the way, O Zion, your Christ is drawing near! 
 Let every hill and valley a level way appear, 
 Greet One who comes in glory, foretold in sacred story, 
 
  O blest is Christ who came in God's most holy name. 
 
 He brings God's rule, O Zion;  he comes from heaven above. 
 His rule is peace and freedom, and justice, truth, and love. 
 Lift high your praise resounding, for grace and joy abounding 
 
 Fling wide your gates, O Zion;  your Savior's rule embrace. 
 And tidings of salvation proclaim in every place. 
 All lands will bow rejoicing, their adoration voicing. 

 

 

 

ANTHEM                                         Advent Carols 

        
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel 
 
O Come, desire of nations, bind 
All peoples in one heart and mind; 
Bid envy, strife, and discord cease; 
Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel 
 
Watchman, Tell Us of the Night 
 
Watchman, tell us of the night, 
What its signs of promise are. 
Traveler, what a wondrous sight: 
See that glory-beaming star. 
Watchman, does its beauteous ray 
News of joy or hope foretell? 
Traveler, yes; it bring the day, 
Promised day of Israel. 
 
Watchman, tell us of the night, 
For the morning seems to dawn. 
Traveler, shadows take their flight: 
Doubt and terror are withdrawn. 
Watchman, you may go your way; 
Hasten to your quiet home. 
Traveler, we rejoice today, 
For Emmanuel has come! 
 

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 
 
It came upon the midnight clear, 
That glorious song of old, 
From angels bending near the earth, 
To touch their harps of gold: 
“Peace on the earth, good will to all, 
From heaven’s all-gracious King”: 
The world in solemn stillness lay, 
To hear the angels sing. 
 
For like, the days are hast-‘ning on, 
By prophets seen of old, 
When with the ever-circling years 
Shall come the time foretold, 
When peace shall over all the earth 
Its ancient splendors fling, 
And the whole world give back the song 
Which now the angels sing! 



 

*HYMN #82                    Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
 
 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
 From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee. 
 Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 
 Dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 
 
 
 Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King, 
 Born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 
 By thine all-sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 

 CLOSING HYMN #81                        Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken 
    

Glorious things of thee are spoken 

Zion city of our God. 

God, whose word cannot be broken 

formed thee for a blest abode. 

On the rock of ages founded 

What can shake thy sure repose? 

With salvation’s walls surrounded, 

thou may’st smile at all thy foes. 

 

Round each habitation hov’ring, 

See the cloud and fire Appear 

for a glory and a cov’ring 

Showing that the Lord is near. 

Thus deriving from their banner  

light by night and shade by day, 

Safe they feed upon the manna  

which God gives them when they pray. 

 

See, the streams of living waters, 

Springing from eternal love 

Well supply thy sons And daughters 

And all fear of want remove. 

Who can faint while such a river 

Ever flows, their thirst to assuage 

Grace, so like the Lord the giver, 

Never fails from age to age. 

 

 


