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WELCOME
THE PEACE
The Peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you!
PRELUDE

In the Bleak Midwinter by Gustav Holst arr. Larry Shackley

CALL TO WORSHIP
One: The Magi had a dream.
All: They dreamed of a Messiah. They dreamed of just rulers.
They dreamed of a new day for all people.
One: The Magi had a dream, and this dream led them to action.
All: They journeyed to unknown places. They followed a star.
They walked for days to get to Jesus.
One: So may we be like the Magi,
All: May our dreams inspire action. May we worship the one true God. Amen.

OPENING HYMN #151
We three kings of Orient are bearing gifts we traverse afar,
Field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star.
O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright;
Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light!
Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain, gold I bring to crown Him again,
King forever, ceasing never over us all to reign.
Frankincense to offer have I: Incense owns a Deity nigh;
Prayer and praising we are raising, worshiping God Most High.
Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume breathes a life of gathering gloom;
Sorrowing sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in the stone cold tomb.
Glorious now behold Him arise, King and God and Sacrifice;
Alleluia, Alleluia sounds through the earth and skies.

We Three Kings of Orient Are

CALL TO CONFESSION
written by R ev. T om Dunlap
The purpose of confession is not to beat our chests and wallow in guilt. But rather to raise our circumstances to
nurture our spiritual evolution. In that spirit, let us confess together:

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God, I love to worship you when the stars are bright above me. I love to worship you when the sky is
clear, and the breeze just right. I love to worship you when the journey to Bethlehem is an easy one.
Unfortunately, as you know, this journey of life, love, and faith is rarely easy. Now and again, the stars
disappear. My feet get blisters, and the journey is far too long and lonely. On these days, forgive me for
giving up quickly. Forgive me for allowing the dream to die and for taking the shortcut home. I want to
be as brave as the Magi. I want to persevere. Guide my feet. Show me the stars. Amen .
Minute of Silent Personal Confession L et us sing to the L ord…
KYRIE—ALL SING

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
written by Rev. Tom Dunlap
When we live with regret in our lives, we keep ourselves tethered to the past, unable to move forward to
become the people God intends. Let us accept forgiveness and allow God’s grace to uplift us to our highest
selves. May the peace of Christ be with you.

SPECIAL MUSIC

God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen; English Carol arr. Larry Shackley

SCRIPTURE READING: Matthew 2:1-12

SERMON

MOMENT FOR REFLECTION

Another Road

Rev. Tom Dunlap

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We believe in God,
Who came to this earth as a child,
Was born to unmarried teenage parents,
And was quickly made a refugee.
We believe that this child grew up to heal the sick,
See the poor,
Dine with outcasts,
Welcome foreigners,
Wash the feet of sinners,
Offer second chances,
And bless the children.
And so we believe that Christmas is only the beginning.
The dream does not end with a manger.
The dream ends with God’s promised day.
So until all God’s children are home,
We will follow the Magi’s lead—
Walking, seeking, and looking up.
May it be so, for this we believe. Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S SUPPER

THE INVITATION TO THE LORD'S SUPPER
Let us come to our Lord’s table with hearts that are open to God’s Spirit.
We come too with open hands to receive the Bread of life.

We come to receive nourishment for our souls.
We come with gratitude knowing that God walks with us on all the
pathways of our lives.
Let us come in faith, choosing to believe that the Holy Spirit supports
and sustains us.
Thanks be to God!

HYMN OF PREPARATION #500

Be Known to Us in Breaking Bread

Be known to us in breaking bread, but do not then depart;
Savior, abide with us, and spread Thy table in our heart.
There sup with us in love divine; Thy body and Thy blood,
That living bread, that heav’nly wine, be our immortal food.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (unison)
God of grace, your Son Jesus Christ left us this holy meal of bread and wine.
In which we share his body and blood. May we who have celebrated this
sign of his great love show in our lives the fruits of his redemption; Through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
One God, now and forever. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

The Lord’s Prayer

CHARGE AND BLESSING

POSTLUDE

Jesus, Oh What a Wonderful Child!; Spiritual arr. Larry Shackley

Portion of today’s liturgy are from Those Who Dream, Words for Worship for Advent-Epiphany, Year B,
“Adapted from a prayer by Sarah Are, A Sanctified Art LLC, sanctifiedart.org.”
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