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WELCOME
THE PEACE
The Peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you!
PRELUDE

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming; German Carol arr. Smith/Snyder
Caroline Fitzpatric, Flute soloist

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING—The Christ Candle

Keith and Pam Harring

HYMN #133

O Come, All Ye Faithful

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!
Come, and behold Him, born the King of angels!
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord!
Yea Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning,
Jesus, to Thee be all glory given;
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing!
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation!
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest!

CALL TO CONFESSION
written by Rev. Tom Dunlap
On this blessed evening as the world awaits the birth of a Savior, we come before you to open ourselves to the
often darkness of our ways so that your Light may come in.

UNISON Prayer of Confession
written by Rev. Tom Dunlap
Lord, you made your first announcement of Jesus' birth to what we would consider a lowly bunch of social outcasts. And today, we look at people begging on the streets with mild disdain wondering why they
haven't made more of themselves. There are 10 million people at risk of starvation in Yemen, but the
world writes them off as casualties of politics. And even in our own country, we spend more energy debating corporate tax rates than we do with finding ways to help those who struggle to feed their families
and pay the rent. Forgive us, O God, for our neglect and myopic visions of the world. Amen.
MINUTE OF SILENT PERSONAL CONFESSION L et us sing to the L ord…
KYRIE—All Sing

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS
written by Rev. Tom Dunlap
Yes, we have fallen short and yes our priorities have gotten off track. Yet God did not send Jesus to condemn
us, but to teach us and to lead us. So let us move forward with the Christ Spirit in our hearts and give it greater
expression in our daily lives. Amen.
SPECIAL MUSIC

O Holy Night by Adolphe Adam
Brandon Reese, soloist

PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
FIRST READING: Luke 2:1-7
CAROL #121
1. O little town of Bethlehem
How still we see Thee lie!
Above Thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting light;
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in Thee tonight.
2. For Christ is born of Mary
And, gathered all above,
While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch of wondering love.

O Little Town of Bethlehem
O morning stars, together
Proclaim the Holy birth.
And praises sing to God the King
And peace to men on earth.
3. How silently, how silently
The wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of His heaven.
No ear may hear His coming
But in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him
Still the dear Christ enters in.

4. O Holy Child of Bethlehem

Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin and enter in
Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us
Our Lord Emmanuel!

SECOND READING: Luke 2:8-14

CAROL #145
What Child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds watch are keeping?

What Child Is This

This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the Babe, the Son of Mary!
Why lies He in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here the silent Word is pleading.
So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, one and all, to own Him.
The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone Him.

CHRISTMAS MEDITATION

A Dream Come True"

HYMN #123

Rev. Tom Dunlap

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear

1. It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old,
From angels bending near the earth, to touch their harps of gold;
“Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heav’n’s all-gracious King”:
The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing.
2. Still through the cloven skies they come, with peaceful wings unfurled,
And still their heav’nly music floats o’er all the weary world:
Above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hovering wing,
And ever o’er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing.
3, And ye, beneath life’s crushing load, whose forms are bending low,
Who toil along the climbing way with painful steps and slow,
Look now! for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing:
O rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels sing.
4. For lo, the days are hastening on, by prophet bards foretold,
When with the ever-circling years comes round the age of gold;
When peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling,
And the whole world give back the song which now the angels sing.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Christmas comes every time we see God in other persons.
The human and the holy meet in Bethlehem or Times Square.
For Christmas comes like a golden storm on its way to Jerusalem—
Determinedly, inevitably…
Even now it comes
In the face of hatred and warring—
No atrocity too terrible to stop it,
No Herod strong enough,
No hurt deep enough,
No curse shocking enough,
No disaster shattering enough—
For someone on earth will see the star,
Someone will hear the angel voices,
Someone will run to Bethlehem,
Someone will know peace and goodwill”
The Christ will be born!

Ann Weems

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Great God, accept these gifts we offer as we wait in hope for your coming again. Use all that we have and all that
we are as you bring light in every darkness, ease heavy burdens, and turn our endless warring into your endless
peace. In Christ’s name, we ask it. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER (please next page)
The Lord’s Table is open to all who profess faith in Jesus Christ.
Baptized children are invited to partake with their parents’ blessing.

COMMUNION

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S SUPPER
[Clergy expressions; Congregation response]

THE INVITATION TO THE LORD'S SUPPER

written by R ev. T om Dunlap

Just as the shepherds were summoned to Bethlehem “to see this thing that has
happened,” we are invited to the Table to share in the meal that many years later
would conclude the ministry of the child who was born.
We come in gratitude for the gift God has given us.
Let us leave our flocks; let us leave behind us all the worries and cares
we have brought with us this evening.
We are totally focused on the blessings of this event.
So let us now partake of this bread and wine knowing that it binds us into
community with the entire world which groans in its bondage to sin.
We will glorify and praise God for all we have heard and seen!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE

How Far is it to Bethlehem?; English Carol arr. Mark Hayes
Kerrie Olzak, soloist

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (unison)
Empower us by your Spirit, O God, to be Christ’s presence in the world even as
Jesus was God-with-us. Give us the courage to speak his truth, to see his justice,
and to love with his love. Keep us faithful in your service until Christ comes in final victory. Through
Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all glory and honor are yours, almighty God,
now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (DEBT, DEBTORS)

LIGHTING OF INDIVIDUAL CANDLES

*CAROL #122
1. Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright.
Round yon virgin, mother and child.
Holy infant so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.
2. Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight.
Glories stream from heaven afar
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia,
Christ the Savior is born!
Christ the Savior is born.

Silent Night

3. Silent night, holy night!
Son of God love's pure light.
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth.
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth.
4. Silent night, holy night,
wondrous star, lend thy light;
with angels let us sing,
Alleluia to our King;
Christ the Savior is born,
Christ the Savior is born!

CHARGE AND BLESSING
Pastor: Alleluia
People: Amen.
POSTLUDE

Three Carols in 6/8 Time: The Wassail Song, I Saw Three Ships,
Bring a Torch; English carols arr. Smith/Snyder
Caroline Fitzpatric, Flute soloist
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