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WELCOME
PRELUDE

Open My Eyes, That I May See by Clara Scott arr. Shelley Houser

THE PEACE
The Peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you!

CALL TO WORSHIP
The voice of the Lord calls out to us as we gather this day.
This is the voice of power; a voice that breaks cedars and shakes the wilderness.
This is a voice that flashes forth with flames of fire;
a voice that causes the oaks to whirl.
This voice is the voice of our Lord who calls us to worship in splendor and glory.
OPENING HYMN #367

Come, Ye Thankful People, Come

Come, ye thankful people, come, raise the song of harvest home;
All is safely gathered in, ere the winter storms begin;
God, our Maker, doth provide for our wants to be supplied:
Come to God’s own temple, come, raise the song of harvest home.
All the world is God’s own field, fruit unto God’s praise to yield;
Wheat and tares together sown, unto joy or sorrow grown;
First the blade, and then the ear, then the full corn shall appear:
Lord of harvest, grant that we wholesome grain and pure may be.

For the Lord our God shall come, and shall take the harvest home;
From each field shall in that day all offenses purge away;
Give the angels charge at last in the fire the tares to case,
But the fruitful ears to store in God’s garner evermore.
Even so, Lord, quickly come to Thy final harvest home;
Gather Thou Thy people in, free from sorrow, free from sin;
There forever purified, in thy presence to abide:
Come, with all Thine angels, come, raise the glorious harvest home.

INVITATION TO CONFESS
written by Rev. Tom Dunlap
Without self-examination, we go through life blind to areas where we could grow and evolve into more
spiritual mature people. Let us take this opportunity to look within together.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
written by Rev. Tom Dunlap
God, our Loving Parent: We have so much to be thankful for as we enter our holiday season. But we are
in danger of losing sight of all of our blessings because of the restrictions the pandemic has placed upon
our lives. And given the number of homeless people on our streets and those who are in the hospital
fighting for their lives, we are among the most fortunate. So forgive us if we have grown numb to their
plights and unappreciative of the abundance in which we live. And refocus our attention on expressing
our gratitude by increasing our spirit of generosity. We ask it in Christ’s name who gave his life for the
world. Amen.

Minute of Silent Personal Confession L et us sing to the L ord…
KYRIE—ALL SING

OFFER OF PARDON
written by Rev. Tom Dunlap
In the absence of forgiveness, there can be no true healing. Since God desires reconciliation with us,
forgiveness is always available to those who repent. In the same manner, let us heal the divisions between
each other by extending our forgiveness to all who have hurt us. Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC

Give Thanks by Henry Smith arr. Mark Hayes

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Psalm 150

NEW TESTAMENT READING: Matthew13:10-17

SERMON

MOMENT FOR REFLECTION

Parabolic

Rev. Tom Dunlap

RESPONSE TO THE WORD
HYMN #643

Now Thank We All Our God

Now thank we all our God with heart and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things hath done, in whom this world rejoices;
Who, from our mother's arms, hath blessed us on our way
With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.
O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us,

With ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us;
And keep us in God's grace, and guide us when perplexed,
And free us from all ills in this world and the next.
All praise and thanks to God, who reigns in highest heaven,
To Father and to Son and Spirit now be given.
The one eternal God, whom heaven and earth adore,
The God who was, and is, and shall be evermore.

PRAYER OF GRATITUDE

—from Spiritual Awareness
I turn from everything that depresses
and sing a song of praise, of gratitude and joy.
I sing a song of the triumph of Spirit
over all apparent negation.
In the midst of darkness
I sing a song of the dawn,

for I know the eternal Light dissipates all darkness!
Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

CALL TO PRAYER

Pastoral Prayer
THE LORD’S PRAYER
CLOSING HYMN #336

We Gather Together

We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing;
He chastens and hastens His will to make known;
The wicked oppressing now cease from distressing,

Sing praises to His name, He forgets not His own.
Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining,
Ordaining, maintaining His kingdom divine;
So from the beginning the fight we were winning;
Thou, Lord, wast at our side; all glory be Thine!
We all do extol Thee, Thou leader triumphant,
And pray that Thou still our defender wilt be.
Let Thy congregation escape tribulation;
Thy name be ever praised! O Lord, make us free!

CHARGE AND BLESSING

POSTLUDE

Praise Him! Praise Him! by Chester Allen arr. Lee Dengler
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