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WELCOME

THE PEACE
The Peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you!

PRELUDE

Prelude: Amazing Grace; American melody arr. Lee Dengler

CALL TO WORSHIP
Lord, be with us when our lives seem embedded in sorrow and sadness.
Lord, have mercy on us.
Open our hearts to receive your healing grace.
Prepare us to be children of the light rather than dwellers in darkness.
Throughout all our days, you have been with us.
All: Be with us again. Remind us of your presence and healing mercy. Amen.
OPENING HYMN #435

There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, like the wideness of the sea;
There’s a kindness in God’s justice, which is more than liberty.
There is no place where earth’s sorrows are more felt than up in heaven;
There is no place where earth’s failings have such kindly judgment given.
For the love of God is broader than the measures of the mind;
And the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind.
If our love were but more faithful, we would gladly trust God’s Word;
And our lives reflect thanksgiving for the goodness of our Lord.

CALL TO CONFESSION
God’s love has destined us not for wrath, but rather for salvation. Therefore, let us confess our sins to the One
who is eager to save.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Almighty God, you have shown us the ways of justice and nurtured us with love. Even so, we have not
lived according to your will. When we are oppressed or unjustly accused, we cling to fear and forget to
trust in your deliverance. When we are giddy with power and abuse the rights of others, we hold tight to
our privilege and forget your laws. Have mercy on us, Lord, for we are weak and prone to disobedience.
Hear our confession, and respond to us with kindness, that we might turn to you again, walk in the light,
and live in equity and peace; through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

Minute of Silent Personal Confession Let us sing to the Lord…
KYRIE—ALL SING

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Sisters and brothers, when we acknowledge our human limitations and turn to depend upon our everlasting
God, we grow wise in heart to God’s commands. We are freed to love another, for our sins are forgiven by the
mercy of Christ. Amen.
SPECIAL MUSIC

Light of the World by Michael Card
Soloist: Kurt Schuler

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
God, source of all light, by your Word you give light to the soul. Pour out on us the spirit of wisdom and
understanding that our hearts and minds may be opened. Amen.

PSALMS READING: Psalm 123
NEW TESTAMENT READING: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
SERMON
MOMENT FOR REFLECTION

Overwhelmed?

Elder Kurt Schuler

RESPONSE TO THE WORD
HYMN #377

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

I want to walk as a child of the light
I want to follow Jesus
God sent the stars to give light to the world
The star of my life is Jesus
Refrain
In Him there is no darkness at all
The night and the day are both alike
The Lamb is the light of the city of God
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus
I want to see the brightness of God
I want to look at Jesus
Clear sun of righteousness, shine on my path
And show me the way to the Father
Refrain
I’m looking for the coming of Christ.
I want to be with Jesus.
When we have run with patience the race,
We shall know the joy of Jesus.

Refrain
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
I believe in a God
who created all things
and seeks for all to be in communion as God’s people.
I believe in Jesus Christ
who showed us how to share love,
and who commissioned us to go out into the highways and byways
inviting all to be a part of God’s work in the world.
I believe in the Holy Spirit
who leads and guides us into the world,
then touches the lives of those around us
in ways that make them receptive to love.
I believe in the harvest
and the call for laborers to receive and respond,
sharing light and life with the world. Amen.
PRAYER OF DEDICATION

—written by Tim Tate

MOMENT FOR MISSION
CALL TO PRAYER
Pastoral Prayer
THE LORD’S PRAYER
CLOSING HYMN #853

We are Marching in the Light of God

We are marching in the light of God;

we are marching in the light of God.
We are marching in the light of God;
we are marching in the light of God.
We are marching ….oo-oo;
we are marching in the light of God.
We are marching ….oo-oo;
we are marching in the light of God

Additional stanzas ad lib.:
We are dancing . . .
We are praying . . .
We are singing . . .

CHARGE AND BLESSING

POSTLUDE

You're Worthy of My Praise by David Ruis arr. Carol Tornquist

Music Director

Davis McKinney

Guest Preacher

Elder Kurt Schuler

