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The Trinity session had a virtual 
meeting on May 3 to discuss plans for 
Trinity worship services for the rest 
of May and into early June.  In ac-
cordance with the continuing Ohio 
restriction on group gathering size of 
10 people and the recommendation of 
the Presbytery of Cincinnati, the ses-
sion reached consensus that we would 
continue to have virtual pre-recorded 
worship services through Sunday, May 
24. These recorded services will be 
equivalent to those  offered recently, 
basically a full worship services in-
cluding musical accompaniment.   
Bulletins are emailed on Thursday    
to follow along. 

 

The session’s intent is to begin in-person Trinity worship services at the church building on     
Sunday, May 31, a day on which we will have a belated Easter celebration service. On the 
following Sunday, June 7 we will celebrate Pentecost. (Please see page 4 for details.) 

 

Over the next two weeks a committee of session members will finalize the plans for  reopen-
ing the Trinity building for worship.  A letter will be mailed to the congregation during the 
week of May 18, that will describe what actions will be taken to prepare the building for   
onsite worship, what to expect in terms of the configuration of the sanctuary and worship    
format, and what other actions we will perform to protect the health of our congregants. 

 

Session understands that not everyone will be comfortable returning to the building for      
worship at the end of May.  Therefore, we plan to continue to offer recordings of the worship 
service on May 31 and subsequent Sundays.  By May 31 we also anticipate that Trinity will 
have the technical capability to provide a video recording of the worship service, that can  
be live streamed at 10:15 AM or played later at your convenience. 
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Office Open 
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Prayer Requests can be emailed to:  

office@trinitypresbyfairfield.org 
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Prepare for Worship  

7th Sunday of Easter 
 

 
 
John 17:1-11 
 
 
“After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to 
heaven and said, ‘Father, the hour has come; glorify 
your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you 
have given him authority over all people, to give 
eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this 
is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified 
you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me 
to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own pres-
ence with the glory that I had in your presence be-
fore the world existed. I have made your name 
known to those whom you gave me from the world. 
They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they 
have kept your word. Now they know that everything 
you have given me is from you; for the words that you 
gave to me I have given to them, and they have re-
ceived them and know in truth that I came from you; 
and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking 
on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the 
world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, 
because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours 
are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now 
I am no longer in the world, but they are in the 
world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect 
them in your name that you have given me, so that 
they may be one, as we are one.’” 
 
 
Reflection 
Where have you experienced God’s welcome in your 
life? Where have you experienced God’s welcome in 
your church? If we are to be one with Christ, as Christ 
is one with God, how can your church become a more 
compelling witness to God’s radical invitation to 
homecoming?  
 
 
Morning Prayer 
Delivering God, you have safely brought me to this 
new day. Keep me free from all dangers, perils, and 
troubles. By the power of your Spirit, strengthen my 
focus as I seek to follow Christ and to humbly serve 
your truth. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
  
—adapted from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: Litur-
gies for Year A, Volume 1 © 2013 Westminster John Knox Press 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ministry in Daily Life 
 

Thomas Dreier (1884-1976) was on the path to 
ministry, according to a biographer, but then de-
cided to “preach broadly, free from orthodox lim-
itations.” During successful careers in publishing 
and business, Dreier offered much inspiration — 
including these words to which we all can aspire: 
 
“To greet the day with reverence for the opportu-
nities it contains … to hold ever before me, even 
in the doing of little things, the Ultimate Purpose 
toward which I am working; to meet men and 
women with laughter on my lips and love in my 
heart; to be gentle, kind and courteous through 
all the hours; to approach the night with … the 
joy that comes from work well done, this is how I 
desire to spend wisely my days.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE GOOD NEWS 



Sermons on-line and on YouTube 

Elder George Fraley has recorded his message for this Sunday and it is on the Trinity web page at the link 
below. It will be posted by Saturday. This week's recording is a full service with music, including again   
Davis on piano. You will notice a change in the player this week on the website page as we are preparing 
to offer full video services in the near  future.  
 

To play the service, click on the video player and when it begins, you will have the option to click on the 
square in the lower right corner of the player to go full screen. In addition, you may click on the "CC" to 
enable the closed captioning service.  The sermon is also available in PDF format along with a PDF of the 
bulletin. Please simply click on these icons to open the files and follow along.  
 

http://www.trinitypresbyfairfield.org/may-2020.html 
 

Trinity now has an official YouTube video channel! You may click on the circular icon on this week's video 
on the upper left to go directly to the channel. There you will find in the coming weeks an archive of the 
previous services as well as the current week's service. You may also click on the link below to go directly 
to the channel and "subscribe" (on the lower right). 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCn4Bfx9UtjiaWsrxObnly6g 

 
 

New Website Look 

Trinity has launched a new website which will have a somewhat different look and feel along with some 
new features that we hope everyone will use. The website address will not change, and a lot of the old 
features will still be available, including accessing the online worship services, viewing the activity calen-
dar, and retrieving old newsletters from the archive. There will also be direct links from the website 
homepage to our Facebook and YouTube channel for your convenience. One of the exciting new features 
will be an online prayer wall. You may enter prayers directly onto the website and have the option to post 
anonymously or open to the online world. It has a great feature to send an email (at your discretion) to you 
every time someone prays for your request.  We hope that will be a source of comfort to our members in 
difficult times. Another feature that Trinity will be offering is online giving, which will allow the Trinity 
faithful to make giving contributions by credit card to several pre-set categories. Stay tuned to the news-
letter as these features come online. We will be providing even more details on how to use them in the 
coming weeks. 

 

Bulletins on Thursday 
On Thursdays, you will receive a bulletin via email for the Sunday service. Davis will be  playing the hymns 
in the recorded service on the web page. Lyrics will be included in your bulletin.  Please check your emails 
on Thursday and be prepared to sing along on Sunday. 
 
 
Preparing for the Future 
If anyone in the congregation needs a mask for when you return to worship, please email the office at: 
office@trinitypresbyfairfield.org or call 513-860-4114. We have volunteers who are willing to make a mask 
for you. 
 

From the Treasurer:   
Please continue to mail in your pledges even though we are not physically attending services. The general 
costs to operate the church still continue. Your donations are being processed and deposited each week. 
Thank you for keeping your pledges up to date. 
 

 
Missions at Work 
 Sewing dresses while at home for Mission Project in Appalachia. 
 Knitters /Crocheters: Mercy and our church are in need of prayer shawls and baby blankets.  
 Collecting plastic lids, soda pull tabs, and cancelled stamps 
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Restart of Onsite Trinity Worship Services tentavily  May 31 
 
 
Watch the newsletter to confirm worship services beginning on May 31. We ask you to RSVP by email to the 
office (office@trinitypresbyfairfield.org) or call 513-860-4114 to RSVP if you are planning to attend. We 
hope to get a count of those who will be attending to plan the safe distancing within the sanctuary. When 
we resume onsite worship we will begin by celebrating Easter. 
 
Preparations for the Trinity building include:  
 Thoroughly cleaning on a regular basis, with frequently touched surfaces being sanitized.   
 Church front entry doors, as well as the middle and side entry doors to the sanctuary, are propped open 

and will remain open for the entire worship service. (minimizes contact with the door handles and in-
creases ventilation within the church building. 

 Bottles of liquid hand sanitizer will be available for use in the narthex, and you are encouraged as well 
to bring your own personal hand sanitizer.  The water fountains outside the restrooms will be unplugged 
and covered on Sunday morning.  Please bring your own personal water containers or bottles.  No food or 
beverages will be offered. The sacristy room will be closed. 

 When utilizing the restroom on Sunday morning, note whether another person is already using the room, 
and wait outside until that person exits the restroom before entering.  Wash your hands thoroughly with 
soap and water prior to exiting the restroom. 

 While inside the church building, we are strongly encouraging that each person wear a face covering or 
mask.  A limited number of surgical masks will be available if you forget your own personal face   
covering. 

 If on Sunday morning you are experiencing a fever (in excess of 100.4o F), coughing, shortness of breath 
or other symptoms potentially indicating COVID-19 infection, please refrain from attending worship on 
that morning and seek medical assistance. 

 
The worship service itself will, not surprisingly, be a little different than what we are accustomed to.  
Some of the worship service modifications will be: 
 We anticipate that attendance at the initial services will be quite modest, so the ushers should easily be 

able to assist individuals and family groups to find seating in the pews with appropriate social distancing. 
 No printed bulletins will be distributed by the ushers.  Everyone will receive an electronic version of 

each week’s bulletin by email, and you are encouraged to print out the bulletin at home and bring it 
with you on Sunday morning.  A limited number of printed bulletins will be available in the narthex.  The 
bulletin will include the hymn lyrics. 

 Hymnbooks, Bibles, pencils and attendance pads will be removed.  Prayer request forms will be dis-
played on a table in the narthex, that can be filled out prior to the service, which can then be deposited 
in offering baskets located at the sanctuary entry doors. 

 There will be no choir performances, and congregational singing of the hymns will be discouraged.    
Singing of the hymns in our minds, or possibly light humming, will be our means of expressing our musical 
worship. 

 There will be no children’s sermon or children’s Sunday school classes, so children will remain with their 
families during worship.  No nursery attendants will be provided, so use of the nursery room will be lim-
ited to parents and their children, if necessary. 

 There will be no collection of offering during the service.  Offerings will be deposited in the offering bas-
kets located at the sanctuary entry doors when departing the sanctuary at the conclusion of the service. 

 On Communion Sundays (e.g., June 7) servers will not be distributing the communion elements.  Trinity 
has purchased a supply of prepackaged communion “sets”, each with wafer and sealed juice cup, which 
will be placed on a table at the front of the sanctuary, to be picked up by individual worshippers at the 
appointed time during the communion service. 

 Following Rev. Dunlap’s benediction, he, or the preacher of the day, will immediately proceed outside 
the church building, to greet and chat with the worshippers in the safer, fresher outdoor environ (no rain 
please!).  All of the attendees will be encouraged to proceed to the outside as quickly as possible.  It’s 
outside, in the fresh air, that we can really practice being the Trinity community of faith – socially             
distanced hugs, catching up on all our quarantine stories, etc.! 



 

 



 

The man was healed, then jumped for joy! Praise God! 

Healing and Praising 



Spirit Power 

 
But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into 

heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing 

at the right hand of God. 

                                                                            Acts 7:55 

 

When Stephen faced a crowd angered by his declaration 

of faith in Jesus, he did not cease his witness. Empowered 

by the Holy Spirit, he looked to God and continued his 

brave proclamation of faith. Stephen did not do this on 

his own but by the power of God’s presence with him. 

 A seminary professor of mine once defined the Holy 

Spirit as “the present tense of God.” Time and again in 

my life and ministry, I have felt unequal to some task 

before me. Maybe I was staring at a computer screen 

struggling with a sermon or preparing to attend a challenging 

committee meeting. 

 

 At times like this, I have found myself driven to pray 

for God’s strengthening and empowering presence—the 

Holy Spirit—to do what I was called to do. Like Stephen, 

all of us often find ourselves “unequal to the task 

before us.” The promise is that we are not alone but that 

“God in the present tense” can empower us to do what 

we cannot do on our own. 

 

Come, Holy Spirit, and enable us to do                                                                          
what we cannot do alone. Amen. 

                                                                                      

New Life in Christ 

Scripture: Acts 7:55–60 
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As of May 17 
 
 
 
 

Keep in your Prayers 
 
 
Gina Anaple                   Healing/recovering surgery 
Laverne Mitchell, Connie Williams req.                   Healing/diagnosed advanced cancer 
Chris Clark, Marta Mojzer’s cousin            Healing/cancer has returned                                   
Sandy Thien, Ginny Kramer’s niece                      Healing/cancer/chemo treatments beginning 
Pam Kelso, Carol Kiphart’s daughter         Healing/diagnosed with cancer 
*Megan, Nadine Jones’ granddaughter      God’s Providence and care/mother of twins needs  
       bone marrow  transplant                                               
*Donna Weber and family, Connie Williams req. Bereavement loss of her husband 
*Blake Tanner’s family, Connie Williams req.          Bereavement loss to Blake 
*Doug Conway, Harring request                   Bereavement/loss of his son, a young military pilot 
Fran Thomas                Healing/pain relief 
Natasha, B. Pratt request                                       Healing/recovery surgery on legs 
Jean Parsley                                                          Continued healing 
Pam Harring                                                     Continued healing/guidance with treatment 
George Liles                                                  Continued healing/home recovering 
Dee Burkhardt                          Continued healing 
Diane Niehaus, B. Luebbe request   Continued healing/several health concerns 
Gerald Reese, M. Reese’s father                 Continued healing/swallowing problems 
Margie, Fran Thomas’ sister          God’s peace and comfort  
All peoples in the Middle East   Peace and reconciliation 
All Elected Government leaders    Wisdom/support/enlightenment 
Support for all our military     Strength/discernment/God’s protection 
For all missionaries (Especially for S. and B. )    Protection/blessings/fruitful mission work 
 
Names that have been on the Prayer List for more than 4 weeks are marked with an asterisk (*).                                                         
If you would like them to remain on the list, please contact the office by Tuesday.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Financial Information   

Donations Received as of 5/3 $2,105 

Per Capita 2020 Donations  $693 

Property Fund Giving 2020 $3,500 

Property Fund Goal  2020 $5,000 

  

Per Capita for 2020 is  $33  

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Schedule 

 

May 24 Elder George Fraley 

May 31 Rev. Tom Dunlap 

June 7  Rev. Tom Dunlap 
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