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We thank, Worship Leaders for their           
service:  
        
 
All Worship Volunteer Leaders please watch 
future Newsletters to know when the  
Worship Schedule will resume. 
 
 

 
 

Trinity Presbyterian Church 
 

Rev. Tom Dunlap  Pastor 

Church Worship Services 
 

 

Update from the Presbytery of Cincinnati:  

“Guidance on Worship—We’re clearly in 
evolving situations. Final governor guidance 
on the stages of re-opening have not been 
issued, and while churches were never 
deemed essential or nonessential, and the 
last guidance from us said April 26—the 
Presbytery strongly urges all congregations 
to continue virtual worship and church    
activities until the Health Department and 
Governor of your respective states, and the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
lift gathering size and social distancing re-
strictions currently in place, particularly for 
faith-based organizations. That may be well 
into May.” 

 

Watch the newsletter for when                     
the services will resume. 

 

Office Open 

9:00-Noon Monday-Thursday 

 

Prayer Requests can be emailed to: of-
fice@trinitypresbyfairfield.org 

The Good News from Trinity PC  

April 28, 2020 

 

O, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, guard and 
guide us, love and enliven us, find us when 

we’re lost and fix our hurting hearts. 
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Prepare for Worship  

3rd Sunday of Easter 
 
 
 
 

John 10:1-10  
 

 “‘Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter 
the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another 
way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by 
the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeep-
er opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his 
voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads 
them out. When he has brought out all his own, he 
goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him be-
cause they know his voice. They will not follow a 
stranger, but they will run from him because they   
do not know the voice of strangers.’ Jesus used this 
figure of speech with them, but they did not under-
stand what he was saying to them. So again Jesus said 
to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the 
sheep. All who came before me are thieves and ban-
dits; but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the 
gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will 
come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes 
only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they 
may have life, and have it abundantly.’” 

 

 
 
Reflection— 
How do the words of the shepherd guide and protect 
today’s church? He calls each one by name and he 

leads each one. Let us remember in Psalm 23 “Even 
though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no 
evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff—

they comfort me.” 

 
 
 
 
Morning Prayer— 
Generous God, thank you for the gift of this new  
day. Help me to watch for your signs and wonders  
in the world today, and fill my heart with gladness 
and generosity, that I may generate good will                  
wherever I go. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
—adapted from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: Litur-
gies for Year A, Volume 1 © 2013 Westminster John Knox Press 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The True Source 
 

The story is told of someone who plugged a power 
strip into itself and then couldn’t understand why 
the system wouldn’t turn on! We get a kick out of 
such tales, yet how often do we try to “power” 
our own lives? We frequently think we need to be 
the source of our own strength, joy, peace,             
energy and wisdom. 
 
Jesus doesn’t teach us to find life within our-
selves — or in any human being or earthly           
circumstance, object or philosophy. Rather,           
calling himself the good shepherd, Jesus says,           
“I have come that [my sheep] may have life,           
and have it abundantly” (John 10:10). 
 
We don’t access that abundant life by “plugging 
into” ourselves. Instead, Jesus invites us to plug 
into his power — and joy, peace, hope, truth — 
through prayer and Scripture, worship and               
service, fellowship with other Christians even 
though it is via different modes of communication 
and the beauty of God’s world. 

 

 

 

 

 

THE GOOD NEWS 



Rev. Dunlap’s Sermons on-line 

Pastor Dunlap has recorded his message for this Sunday and it is on the Trinity web page at the link below. 
This week's recording is a full service with music, including Davis with a brass quartet! As before there are 
two parts to the recording. To hear the full message, simply click on the play button on the April 26, 2020 
Pt 1 player at the web page link. When that recording is complete, please press the play button on April 
26, 2020 Pt 2  player (right next to pt 1). You may also click on the PDF next to the players to read along 
with the sermon. Also this week is included a PDF copy of the bulletin for which you will need to open to 
sing along with the hymns.   

http://www.trinitypresbyfairfield.org/april-2020.html 

  

Deacons, as always please pass on the email link to everyone in your 
care groups.  

 

Food for the Homeless 

We thank everyone who responded to the Presbytery of Cincinnati’s 
challenge to make sandwiches for Our Daily Bread, an outreach that 
feeds the homeless in Cincinnati. Their cook is unable to work and your 
sandwiches helped to fill the gap until their regular cooking schedule 
can return. Your caring sent over 260 sandwiches to the pantry. Thank 
you! 

 

Bulletins on Thursday 

In the future on Thursdays, you will receive a bulletin via email for the Sunday service. Davis will be           
playing the hymns in the recorded service on the web page. Lyrics will be included in your bulletin.               
Please check your emails on Thursday and be prepared to sing along on Sunday. 

 

Preparing for Future 
If anyone in the congregation needs a mask for when we return to worship, please email the office at: 
office@trinitypresbyfairfield.org or call 513-860-4114. We have volunteers who are willing to make a mask 
for you. 
 

From the Treasurer:   
Please continue to mail in your pledges even though we are not physically attending services. The general 
costs to operate the church still continue. Your donations are being processed and deposited each week. 
Thank you for keeping your pledges up to date. 
 
Also, in the next couple of weeks nearly all of us will be receiving a stimulus check from the federal gov-
ernment. Some of us have not been nor will we be financially impacted by the current coronavirus situa-
tion. For example those of us who are retired and on a fixed income will not suffer any loss of income be-
cause of unemployment. While each person’s situation is different and family needs differ accordingly, I 
am suggesting that we prayerfully consider tithing (that is giving 10% of the stimulus check to the church’s 
general fund).  
 

 
Missions at Work 
 Sewing dresses while at home for Mission Project in Appalachia. 
 Knitters /Crocheters: Mercy and our church are in need of prayer shawls and baby blankets.  
 Collecting plastic lids, soda pull tabs, and cancelled stamps 
 
 
 

 

THE GOOD NEWS Page 3 

Hello Rev. Tom and Trinity, 
Accept warm greetings from Denis, Emir, Tabitha and the little boy, Wilson.  We are sending over greet-
ings to the entire Fairfield Presbyterian Church congregation. We do hope each and everyone is staying 
safe during this trying times.  We lay all our hopes on the Savior our Lord whom alone will save the world.        
Extend special greeting to George Liles and his wife, Betty.  We miss you all.  Thank you to the entire             
congregation.  
Denis & Emir Endum 
Algona, WA 

http://www.trinitypresbyfairfield.org/april-2020.html


 

           

   

 

  PASTORAL LETTER 
 
 
 
 

Greetings, everyone!  I had a very surreal experience this morning 
(Sunday) when I made a run up to church to deposit the bags of 
groceries for our mission project that had been accumulating in  

my dining room.  It was eerily quiet, dark and empty.  I believe this was the eighth Sunday 
we had cancelled worship.  On the one hand, it was of course sad.  But I also had the feel-
ing that we are  a lot closer to reopening than we are to have closed.  I am sure you are all 
following     Governor DeWine’s briefings so you know that some relaxation of restrictions 
will be announced this week.  My hope is that churches will be allowed to resume gathering 
sometime in May.  For our part, we will be following  the guidelines outlined by Presbytery.   
This will be a session decision. 

 

  There will most certainly be extreme caution practiced.  Most likely, everyone 
will be required to wear a mask and except for members of the same family, social distanc-
ing will also be observed.  This just makes sense.  There are also other issues that must be 
resolved including the nursery, Sunday School and the Children’s Moment.  Coffee hour 
would be eliminated for the time being, but given the warmer weather ahead, I could     
see us being able to visit each outside other from six paces. 

 

  Many of us are eager for this to happen.  Nevertheless, this will still be way 
too risky for those with underlying medical issues or who are just not comfortable doing    
so yet.  Here is what I want to say.  We have learned that worship can take place from afar.  
Our audio service has evolved over the weeks to the point where we have virtually (no pun 
intended) included nearly the entire service.  This is not going away when we resume.  We 
are moving toward streaming our worship on YouTube every week.  This is thanks to the 
$5,000 grant we received from Presbytery to upgrade our technical abilities.  We have al-
ready purchased a new soundboard and Marty is in the process of acquiring a video camera 
and tripod; and once we are up and running, this will become permanent.  In the mean-
time, the service will still be available for those who either cannot come or choose not to 
attend for other reasons.  Yes, Trinity is moving into the twenty-first century! 

   

This week, we will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper.  If you are at home (and I am assuming 
for now that all of us will be), have your bread and wine/juice ready and I will consecrate 
the elements from afar and Davis will play in the background so that you may have a 
prayerful experience. 

   

In the meantime, have a blessed week, everyone.  And if someone offers you a Lysol lolli-
pop, please don’t take it!  Remember, a sucker is born every minute…don’t be one of them. 

    

Peace…Tom 

 

 

 

 

 



 

A DEVOTION  

 
Scripture Reading: Romans 6:1b-11  

 

When the world says, “Give up,” Hope whispers, “Try it one more time.” —Author unknown  

 

Niccolo Paganini was a well-known and gifted 19th-century violinist. He was also well-known as a 
great showman with a quick sense of humor. His most memorable concert was in Italy with a full 
orchestra. He was performing before a packed house and his technique was incredible, his tone 
was fantastic and his audience dearly loved him.  

 

Toward the end of his concert, Paganini was astounding his audience with an unbelievable compo-
sition when suddenly one string on his violin snapped and hung limply from his instrument. Pagani-
ni frowned briefly, shook his head, and continued to play, improvising beautifully.  

 

Then to everyone’s surprise, a second string broke! And shortly thereafter, a third!  

 

Almost like a slapstick comedy, Paganini stood there with three strings dangling from his Stradivar-
ius! But instead of leaving the stage, Paganini stood his ground and calmly completed the difficult 
number on the one remaining string.  

 

This is a wonderful story, but in actuality, Paganini occasionally broke strings during a performance 
on purpose so he could further display his virtuosity.  

 

What do you think is the lesson from this story?  

 

There’s no one correct answer, but, for me, the story reinforces the importance of perseverance 
under duress. It might have been easier for Paganini to walk off the stage and demand a different 
violin, disrupting the concert, or perhaps cancelling it altogether. But he didn’t.  

 

It’s also a lesson in courage. It took courage for him to persist when he could not be at his best.  

 

It’s also a lesson in humility. Not being able to play at his best, he had to be willing to play as well 
as he could with only one string.  

 

It is important to remember during this present crisis, that God knows how many strings we have 
at our disposal. God knows if we have four, three, two or only one. Perhaps we’re in such a crisis 
that we feel as though we don’t have any strings at all!  

 

God knows and God understands. Let’s just tell God that we are willing to serve God with as many 
“strings” as we have left, and we can also say the prayer below. —Timothy Merrill  

 

Prayer: Lord, I am out of strings. I am out of energy. I have nothing left. But what I have,                                 
I give to you. Amen.  
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Our Eyes Were Opened 

© Geneva Press 2020 



Fun activities for your children to do at home 

Write uplifting scriptures on your sidewalk or the end of your driveway. Or anywhere you think 
neighbors might see them and smile. A few we liked, but there are so many more! 

 

1 John 4:19 - We love because he first loved us. 
Psalm 56:3 - When I am afraid I put my trust in you. 
Philippians 4:13 - I can do all this through him who gives me strength. 
James 1:17 - Every good and perfect gift is from above. 



Ages 3+                                           May 26, 2019 •  Psalm 67:1-7 





 
As of April 26 
 
 
 

Keep in your Prayers 
 
 
Doug Conway, Harring request                   Bereavement/loss of his son, a young military pilot 
Gina Anaple                   Healing/recovering 
Donna Weber and family, Connie Williams req. Bereavement loss of her husband 
Blake Tanner’s family, Connie Williams req.          Bereavement loss to Blake 
Laverne Mitchell, Connie Williams req.                   Healing/diagnosed advanced cancer 
Chris Clark, Marta Mojzer’s cousin            Healing/cancer has returned                                  
Barb Emmerich, Diane Kosey’s cousin  Healing/recovery major heart attack  
Sandy Thien, Ginny Kramer’s niece                      Healing/cancer/chemo treatments beginning 
Pam Kelso, Carol Kiphart’s daughter         Healing/diagnosed with cancer 
Megan, Nadine Jones’ granddaughter      God’s Providence and care/mother of twins needs  
       bone marrow  transplant                                               
*Jeff, Deb Schoenherr's son             For good test results  
*Vickie Murrell, Harrings’ request           Healing/recovering from heart surgery 
*Jack Kraft, K. Kessler request   Healing/severe leg infection 
Fran Thomas                Healing/pain relief 
Natasha, B. Pratt request                                       Healing/recovery surgery on legs 
Jean Parsley                                                          Continued healing 
Pam Harring                                                     Continued healing/guidance with treatment 
George Liles                                                  Continued healing/home recovering 
Dee Burkhardt                          Continued healing 
Diane Niehaus, B. Luebbe request   Continued healing/several health concerns 
Gerald Reese, M. Reese’s father                 Continued healing/swallowing problems 
Margie, Fran Thomas’ sister          God’s peace and comfort  
All peoples in the Middle East   Peace and reconciliation 
All Elected Government leaders    Wisdom/support/enlightenment 
Support for all our military     Strength/discernment/God’s protection 
For all missionaries (Especially for S. and B. )    Protection/blessings/fruitful mission work 
 
Names that have been on the Prayer List for more than 4 weeks are marked with an asterisk (*).                                                         
If you would like them to remain on the list, please contact the office by Tuesday.  
 
 
 
 
 
Financial Information   

Donations Received as of 4/26 $2,711 

Per Capita 2020 Donations  $561 

Property Fund Giving 2020 $3,000 

Property Fund Goal  2020 $5,000 

  

Per Capita for 2020 is  $33  

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Tom Dunlap will be preaching 

the month of April. 

 

Please follow his sermons on-line. 

See page 3 for details. 
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